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EU action plan EU Drugs Action Plan for 2009-2012
…enhance the quality and effectiveness of drug demand reduction  
activities(…)

�Action 17
To develop, implement and exchange good practice guidelines/quality standards 
for prevention, treatment, harm reduction and rehabilitation interventions and 
services

�Action 19

To develop an EU consensus on minimum quality standards and bench-marks for 
prevention, treatment,harm reduction and rehabilitation interventions and services
taking into account needs of specific groups and the work done at national and
international level

Best Practice Promotion
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EMCDDA 

Best Practice Portal
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Dissemination of scientific evidence

Ranking of evidence according to the level of 

expected impact on patientsexpected impact on patients

Evidence of ineffectiveness 

Unknown effectiveness

Trade-off between benefits and 
harms

Likely to be beneficial 

Beneficial

limitations or adverse effects need to 
be assessed before providing the 

intervention to patients

interventions that gave negative 
results when compared to a placebo. 
Not recommended. 

interventions without clear proofs of 
effectiveness 

suitable for most patients, with some 
discretion 

suitable for most patients 
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Knowledge translation and implementation

• Instruments for the improvement of quality

• Contribute to transfer evidence into practice 

• Knowledge translation science studies the theories and the 
processes to transform knowledge into results
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Inventory of
European

guidelines and
standards
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EU drug treatment guidelines

• Body of evidence on the treatment of drug depen-
dence developed since the 1980s

• Growing interest in, and understanding of the 
effectiveness of interventions 1990s 
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Comulative number of EU countries introducing OST and OST guidelines
(by year of introduction)
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Current European situation

Best Practice Portal

• 145 treatment guidelines 

• 23 prevention guidelines

• 16 harm reduction guidelines
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EU drug treatment guidelines
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• http://www.emcdda.europa.eu/best-practice

• Google: ‘EMCDDA’ and ‘Best practice’


